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REMARKS 

Claims 1-51 are pending and per the non-final Office Action, rejected. 

Herewith no claims are canceled, no claims are added, and claims 5, and 
20 are amended. In addition, Applicants herewith amend the Abstract and 
various paragraphs of the specification per the non-final Office Action to insert 
co-pending application data and address several perceived inconsistencies 
between the written description and the drawings. 

Applicants respectfully request entry and favorable consideration of the 
amendments and remarks tendered herewith. 

Claims Rejections under 35 U.S.C. $102 

Claims 1-11, 13-26, 28-47, and 49-51 stand rejected as allegedly 
anticipated by the '098 patent to Bennett et al. (Bennett). 

Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection. 

For the ground of rejection to successfully apply to the rejected claims, 
Bennett must disclose each and every claim element, but since it does not, the 
rejection is improper and must be withdrawn. 

Applicants direct the Examiner to independent claims 1,16, 34, and 37 
(reproduced for convenience below) all clearly specify that a single chamber of 
the heart receives extra-systolic stimulation (ESS) therapy via a first set of 
electrodes and the second set of electrodes senses the electrical activity of the 
same chamber . 

1. (original) A method comprising: 

delivering excitatory extra-systolic electrical stimulation to a 
chamber of a heart of a patient via a first set of electrodes; and 

sensing electrical activity of the chamber via a second set of 
electrodes, ( emphasis added .) 

16. A medical device system comprising: 
first and second sets of electrodes; and 
a medical device coupled to the first and second sets of 
electrodes, wherein the medical device delivers excitatory extra- 
systolic electrical stimulation to a chamber of a heart of a patient via 
the first set of electrodes and senses electrical activity of the 
chamber via the second set of electrodes , ( emphasis added .) 
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34. A medical device system comprising: 

an implantable pacemaker adapted to be implanted within a 
patient; 

first and second leads each having a proximal end coupled 
to the pacemaker and a distal end adapted to operatively couple to 
a chamber of a heart of the patient; 

a first pair of electrodes disposed on the distal end of the first 
lead; and 

a second pair of electrodes disposed on the distal end of the 
second lead, 

wherein the pacemaker delivers excitatory extra-systolic 
stimulation to the chamber via the first pair of electrodes , and 
senses electrical activity of the chamber via the second pair of 
electrodes , ( emphasis added .) 

37. A computer readable medium for storing executable 
instructions for performing a method, comprising: 

instructions for delivering excitatory extra -systolic electrical 
stimulation to a chamber of a heart of a patient via a first set of 
electrodes : and 

instructions for sensing electrical activity of the chamber via 
a second set of electrodes , ( emphasis added .) 

Bennett fails to disclose, depict or otherwise provide any information 
relating to the subject matter claimed via the independent claims. Thus, the 
rejection of said independent claims based solely upon Bennett is improper and 
must be withdrawn. Accordingly, since the remaining rejected claims depend 
directly or indirectly from one of the independent claims they too are sufficient 
novel and patentably distinguishable from Bennett and the rejection of said 
claims should also be withdrawn. 

Claims Rejections under 35 U.S.C. $103 

Claims 12, 27, and 48 stand rejected as allegedly unpatentable over 
Bennett in view of the '518 published international application to Darwish et 
al. (Darwish). 

Claims 12, 27, and 48 stand rejected as allegedly unpatentable over 
Bennett in view of the '518 published international application to Mika et al. 
(Mika). 
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The above remarks regarding Bennett are incorporated herein and 
Applicants note that the secondary references, Darwish and Mika, are wholly 
devoid of any teaching, suggestion or disclosure regarding the claimed invention 
that have been shown to be completely lacking from Bennett. 

Thus, the Examiner has failed to posit a prima facie obviousness rejection 
and as a result the claimed invention should be allowed to timely proceed to 
issuance as U.S. Letters Patent. 

Conclusion 

Applicants submit that the pending claims 1-51 are in condition for 
allowance and request that a notice of allowance be issued in due course. 

If there are any formal matters remaining after this response, the 
Examiner is requested to telephone the undersigned attorney to attend to these 
matters. 

Respectfully submitted, 



June 23. 2006 / Paul H. McDowall / 
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